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1. Answer any two of the following questions 5%2

a) Comment on the symbolic significance of the ‘train’ in Khushwant Singh’s Train to
Pakistan.

b) Comment on the role of Tha’mma in Amitav Ghosh’s The Shadow Lines.

¢) Comment on the symbolic act of Lenny breaking the plates in Bapsi Sidhwa’s Ice-
Candy Man.

d) What is the significance of the ending of Manto’s “Toba Tek Singh”? Comment.

2. Answer any three of the following questions 10x3

a) How does Partition literature, through fiction and short stories, reconstruct alternate
histories that challenge dominant national narratives? Discuss.
b) Critically analyze how Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan portrays the complex

interplay between communal hatred and human compassion during Partition.

¢) In what ways does The Shadow Lines blur the boundaries between personal memory
and collective history in the context of Partition? Illustrate your answer with examples
from the text.

d) Briefly discuss how does Bapsi Sidhwa’s Ice-Candy Man depict Partition from a
child’s perspective.

e) Examine how Manto’s short stories reveal the absurdity and tragedy of Partition.
Discuss with suitable references from the prescribed texts.



